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WELCOME  

  

Two Anniversaries  

  

This year I am celebrating two anniversaries. The first is the milestone year of my turning 70 years old. I’m glad I 

made hale and hearty but… The second I’m enjoying celebrating more and that is it has been 40 years since I founded 

this forest consulting and land Management Company. I am certainly proud of the success we have achieved. Looking 

through our records over those years we have dealt with a lot of people, more than 8,100. More than 4,000 are tagged 

as clients. Many of these we provided just a quick service, a cruise, a timber appraisal, risk tree assessment, a shore 

land zoning consult or one of the many other things someone may ask of a forester. For over 1,100 clients we provide 

ongoing management advice and assist them in managing their woodlots and selling their timber. Collectively we 

help your neighbors manage over 100,000 acres of woodland.   

It may be cliché but true. We have had this success and grown by putting our clients’ interests first. We listen to 

what they want to accomplish and use our knowledge and skills to accomplish what our clients want. It’s telling we 

get a lot of work from folks who have been referred to us by clients.   

When preparing to sell our clients timber we mark, with paint, all the trees which are to be sold while tallying how 

much wood they contain. While doing this we lay out trails for equipment access so as to minimize damaging soil, 

water courses and remaining trees when the timber is extracted from the forest. Before loggers show up we know 

how much wood is likely to come from the property. How it will be removed from the forest. And a pretty good 

idea of how much income is going to be realized from the sale of that timber.  

In the financial part of a timber sale we sell our clients timber, never do we buy it. Our fiduciary responsibility is to 

our clients not a mill or logging company. We believe it’s wrong for us to make more money while making less for 

our clients. What does that mean? This is basic economics. Buyers and sellers obviously have a conflict of interest. 

The less buyers pay the more they make when selling to users. Sellers obviously want to get as much as they can for 

what they sell. It’s true whether you are selling a valuable antique or standing timber on your woodlot.   

  

Most of our clients are interested in keeping their woodlots healthy, providing good wildlife habitat, maintaining its 

beauty while yielding periodic income from the sale of timber. These goals fit well with how the foresters here 

think. We all became foresters because of our love for working in and with the forest. We all like growing high 

quality trees to until they are big. We like big trees and really enjoy watching them grow over time.   

For myself turning 70 is a bit of a “what to Hell” event. Healthy and hearty it’s a number that doesn’t seem to fit 

with what is in my mind. You who know me well know I went through a nasty encounter with Lyme disease and 

chronic fatigue which followed. Thankfully that is behind me. I do notice a few things that have changed. Someone 

has been going around widening brooks I know I could jump easily! They have also made hours longer. Four or five 

hours bushwhacking through forests have been lengthened to 8 or 10. And they have also added at least 10 pounds 

to my paint gun! They haven’t been able to change my love of forests, practicing forestry or growing big beautiful 

trees.   

Those of you who know me well know I’ve always had a hard time saying “no.” I tend to over commit myself and 

this one fault has probably caused more aggravation among my clients than any other. As I’ve gotten older and 

started slowing down I’ve gotten better at delegating. I’ve got a great crew. All of them like seeing landowners, our 

clients, well served. They are S.M.F.S.’ foundation for another 40 years of growth. I’m proud of what we do for you 

and that this company will keep doing it. Personally I intend to continue to practice at the level I can but I do intend 

to spend a little more time playing. Thank you all and remember TREES ARE GOOD!   
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